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When Australian model Caroline Byrne’s body was discovered at the base of a cliff known 

as The Gap, a famous Sydney landmark and popular suicide spot, the police assumed her 

death was suicide. As a result, no crime scene was established, no measurements were 

taken, no photographs were taken, and no police log books recorded the events surrounding 

the recovery of her body. And yet forensic science would eventually prove that she could not 

possibly have landed in the place her body was found – wedged head-first into a crevice 

almost nine metres from the edge of the cliff – if she had jumped. Over a decade later, her 

then-boyfriend, Gordon Wood, the chauffeur of famous Sydney stockbroker Rene Rivkin, was 

successfully prosecuted for her murder.

Written by Rod Cross, the forensic scientist who provided the crucial evidence that led 

to Wood’s conviction, Evidence for Murder sets out a behind-the-scenes narrative of the 

investigation and the trial, chronicling the police investigation and detailing the science behind 

the forensic evidence. It will be of immense interest to true crime readers, those fascinated 

in the role of science in criminal investigations, and anyone who has followed this case in the 

press.

About the Author

Rod Cross is a forensic scientist and former Professor of Physics at the University of Sydney, 

where he now works as an honorary member of staff. He led the scientific investigation into 

whether Caroline Byrne jumped or was thrown over the edge of the cliff at The Gap. He 

continues to work in forensic physics and on the physics of sport. He is a consultant to the 

NSW Coroner and the NSW Homicide Squad, and to Tennis Australia.
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