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Matthew	Aisbitt	Sr.	
Marine	engineer,	ship	owner	

(1808-1861)	
Lucy	Bolton	
(1816-1890)	

	
Matthew	Wheldon	Aisbitt	Jr.	

Naval	architect,	ship	builder,	inventor,	insurance	officer,		
marine	engineer	&	surveyor	

(1849-1914)	
Jane	Blaxland	Atkinson	

(1861-1952)	

	
	
	
	
1916:	George	Thomas	Hawthorn,	Sr.	and	Jr.	(standing),	mother	Mary	Stark,	daughters	Mary	May	(standing)	and	Gracie,	sons	
William	Anthony	(front)	and	Leonard	with	his	curly	locks.		We	refer	throughout	to	Corporal	George	Thomas	Hawthorn	Jr.	as	



	
Family	tree:	

	
Matthew	&	Lucy	Aisbitt	are	my	great-great-grandparents,	and	Matthew	&	Jane	Aisbitt	my	great-
grandparents.	The	blue	symbols	mark	the	bloodline.	The	family	retains	a	number	of	artefacts	dating	back	
to	this	family	line.	Both	Ernest	and	his	son	Rollo	retained	the	name	Wheldon,	which	dates	back	to	an	even	
earlier	generation,	to	Alice	Wheldon,	mother	of	Matthew	Aisbitt	Sr.	(The	women	tend	to	retain	the	name	
Blaxland,	e.g.	Jane	Blaxland	Atkinson;	see	my	numerous	other	documents	about	the	Blaxlands.)	
	
Matthew	and	Lucy	were	married	12th	April,	1836	when	Lucy	was	only	19	and	Matthew	was	27.	There	
appear	to	be	references	to	our	Lucy	(Bolton)	Aisbitt	in	the	UK	&	Ireland	nursing	register.	Lucy	bore	at	
least	11	children,	some	dying	in	infancy,	some	living	into	their	90s.	Lucy	appears	on	various	notices	
about	the	sale	of	their	company	and	“salubrious”	country	house	after	the	death	of	Matthew	Sr.	One	of	the	
earliest	references	to	Matthew	Aisbitt	Sr.	is	a	short	1841	commentary	on	his	boat	The	Lucy,	named	after	
his	beloved	wife	(see	below).	
	
Ossie	Aisbitt	told	me	via	email	in	2018:	
Matthew Aisbitt Sr. was a ship’s biscuit maker in South Shields but became a ship owner and ultimately a “gentleman”. 	
	
There’s	not	a	lot	to	go	on	until	his	highly	successful	son	took	the	reins.	my	details	for	Matthew	Jr	(MWA)	
are	far	more	extensive.	Most	of	the	document	is	about	Matthew	Jr.	Matthew	Sr.	died	at	55,	and	his	wife	
Lucy	at	74.	Their	graveside	plinths	(below)	are	rather	magnificent.	There	are	parallels	here	with	George	
Blaxland	Sr.	and	Jr.,	also	involved	in	the	marine	engineering	business.	This	common	interest	is	probably	
why	the	various	families	intermarried	(and	with	being	quakers?).	
	
But	there	is	evidence	for	the	strong	connection	between	Matthew	Aisbitt	Jr.	and	George	Blaxland	Jr.	The	
1913	article	below	states	that,	on	the	death	of	George	Blaxland	Jr.	in	1912,	the	will	was	duly	proved	by	
W.H.	Blaxland	and	Matthew	Aisbitt	(who	was	to	die	in	1914).	See	Appendix	D	that	shows	how	the	quaker	
families	tie	together.	Both	George	and	Matthew	travelled	to	the	USA	and	Cuba	with	their	work	–	I	cannot	
yet	prove	but	suspect	they	worked	together	there,	both	having	complementary	marine	engineering	skills	
relating	to	salvage	work	and	building	docks.	



	 	



Was	Matthew	Sr.	married	THREE	
times?		This	is	an	interesting	court	case.	
Matthew	Sr.	was	once	married	to	Hannah	
Dixon.	She	died	at	26,	and	two	years	later,	
Matthew	Sr.	married	Lucy	Bolton.	So	who	
was	Elizabeth	Hick?	Why	did	the	case	
happen	20+	years	after	Hannah	died?	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
There	is	an	interesting	note	about	Matthew	Sr.	not	paying	wages	in	a	timely	fashion.	
	

	
	
I	find	occasional	references	to	boats	that	Matthew	Sr.	owned:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/sunderland123.html	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shipwrecks_in_1861	
	
The	1861	register	(link	above)	mention	the	loss	of	Matthew	Sr.’s	ship	“Queen	of	Freedom.”	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		
	 	



Here’s	a	rare	reference	to	George	Bolton	Aisbitt	in	newspapers.	It’s	not	hard	to	find	references	to	Mrs.	
Lucy	(Bolton)	Aisbitt	e.g.	sales	of	properties	or	companies.	
	



Here’s	a	death	notice	for	Matthew	Aisbitt	Sr.	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Here	are	some	rather	grand	memorials	for	Matthew	and	Lucy,	and	family	members.	
	
It	was	a	time	of	tragedy	because	several	of	the	family	met	untimely	deaths.	As	the	stone	mentions,	Robert	
Frost	Aisbitt	22	(1862)	drowned	at	sea	and	George	Bolton	Aisbitt	30	(1873)	died	of	sickness	in	Neemuch,	
India.	I	have	reports	on	one	of	these	incidents,	included	below.	
	

	



	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
1873,	George	Bolton	Aisbitt:	
	

	
	
I	have	not	been	able	to	establish	what	GBA	was	doing	in	central	India.	Neemuch,	Bengal	was	famous	for	a	
large	mutiny	just	16	years	earlier.	Thus	it	had	large	British	batallions	stationed	there	in	1873,	the	various	
Hussar	regiments	serviced	by	the	British-built	railways.	It	is	near	swamps,	lakes,	and	forests.	It	was	real	
frontier	territory.	In	the	same	year,	several	officers	and	workers	were	killed	by	tigers,	articles	that	are	
easily	found	on	BNA	(see	Appendix	C).	In	all	cases,	they	were	out	hunting	the	poor	beasts	with	beaters.	
Newspaper	articles	speak	of	cholera	epidemics	in	the	area.	
	
	
	
	 	



Sources.			In	the	family,	Rosalind	Aisbitt/Cairns	(Cambridge,	UK)	has	possession	of	the	brass	stool	
presented	to	MWA	and	Jane	in	September	1892.	I	have	his	photograph	album	from	1895;	it	deserves	its	
own	document	as	the	photographs	are	truly	remarkable.	(Some	of	these	photographs	are	also	in	the	
possession	of	Rosalind.)	
	
My	best	source	on	Matthew	Jr.	is	from	the	Weekly	Argus,	28	November,	1914,	an	obituary	for	MWA	right	
at	the	outset	of	World	War	I.	It	was	only	Christmas	2022	that	I	found	this	article	via	BNA	after	years	of	
searching	on	MWA’s	details.	There	are	many	errors	in	text	parsing	on	BNA	so	you	have	to	be	creative	in	
searches.	Another	problem	is	the	different	spellings	of	Aisbitt,	Aisbett,	Aisbeth,	etc.	(It	has	the	same	root	
as	Nesbitt,	etc.)	There	is	so	much	to	unpack	and	explore	here.	I	have	tried	to	organize	the	information	on	
the	following	page,	with	some	web	references:	
	
	

	
	 	



Biography:	Matthew	Wheldon	Aisbitt,	born	1849	(added	info	from	Grace’s	Guide)	
	
1850,	born	to	Matthew	and	Lucy	at	Harton,	Durham	
	
1863,	apprenticed	at	14	to	celebrated	Wigham-Richardson	firm,	later	Swan	Hunter	(till	2006),	Wallsend,	
Tyne	and	Wear.	Swan	Hunter	built	hundreds	of	ships,	some	famous:	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swan_Hunter	
	
Then:	Palmers	Yard,	Jarrow	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmers_Shipbuilding_and_Iron_Company	
	
Then:	Austin	and	Hunter,	Sunderland	
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Austin_and_Hunter	
	
1874,	associated	with	Sir	Edward	Reed,	KCB,	FRS,	MP,	chief	constructor	of	the	Navy	(1863-1870),	Milford	
Haven;	built	Japanese	corvette,	converted	ships	from	wood	to	iron,	etc.	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Reed_(naval_architect)	
	
1876	–	1879,	business	in	Swansea;	invented	cellular	double	bottom	for	steamers,	approved	by	J.R.	
Hunter	
	
1879,	move	to	Cardiff,	representative	of	insurers	–	Lloyds,	Liverpool,	Scottish	underwriters	
1879,	living	at	Llanishen	
	
1881,	boarder	at	49	Mount	Stuart	Square,	Cardiff	
	
1884,	became	a	freemason	at	Windsor	Lodge,	Penarth;	naval	architect.	At	some	point,	he	began	work	as	a	
marine	engineer	at	Cardiff	Docks	–	see	potted	history	of	the	Docks	in	Appendix	A.	
	
1886,	elected	to	Mechanical	Institute	of	Engineers	
	
1890,	living	at	53	Mount	Stuart	Square,	Cardiff	
	
1891,	married	to	Jane	Blaxland	Atkinsoon	at	Tynemouth	
	
1892,	presented	with	a	brass	stool	by	Elliot	&	Jeffery’s	
	
1896,	worked	on	a	commission	in	the	USA	
	
1898,	salved	Amie	steamship	off	Foreland,	built	false	bottom	inside	ship	
	
1899-1900,	salved	City	of	Paris,	US	liner	(stranded	on	Manacles,	Lizard	peninsula,	Cornwall)	–	see	MWA’s	
photo	below,	also	these	web	links:	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_City_of_Paris_(1888)	
	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_City_of_Paris_(1865)	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_shipwrecks_of_Cornwall_(19th_century)	
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Manacles	
	
1901,	living	at	158	Newport	Rd,	Roach,	Cardiff	
	
1902,	“built	his	beautiful	residence	at	Brockweir.”	1911	census	confirms	living	at	Tyrie,	Underhill,	
Brockweir,	Chepstow,	Glocs.	By	River	Wye.	
	
1904,	salved	Evangeline,	Steamer,	sands	of	Camarthen	Bay	–	devised	sand	anchor	



	
1912,	retired,	many	expressions	of	esteem	and	several	presentations	
1913,	award	(see	article	below);	last	salvage	job	was	SS	Katina	(see	photo	below)	
1914,	died;	left	widow	son	and	daughter	
	
Other	recognition:	
	
President,	Bristol	Channel	Centre,	Institute	of	Engineers	
Chief	Surveyor,	London	Salvage	Association	(South	Wales)	
Won	“Denny	medal”	for	paper	on	“Tail-end	shafts”	
Member,	Institute	of	Naval	Architects	
Member,	Mechanical	Institute	of	Engineers	
Member,	Institute	of	Marine	Engineers	
	
	
	
	
	 	



Beaching	of	the	SS	City	of	Paris	on	infamous	Manacles	reef	off	Cornwall,	UK:		One	of	the	marvellous	
photographs	from	the	MWA	collection.	He	went	on	to	help	save	this	famous	vessel	in	full	view	of	the	
media.	I	have	updated	the	Wikipedia	page	with	this	photograph.	
	

This is taken from the wikipedia page:  

While westbound on 21 May 1899, Paris ran aground in fog on The Manacles off the coast of Cornwall.[4] The 
supervising salvage engineer was Matthew Wheldon Aisbitt (Superintendent, Cardiff Docks) and the scanned image 
is taken from his 1900 photograph album, which includes his original notes. 
The Paris ran aground mere metres from another steamer, Mohegan, which had sunk 9 months earlier with a loss 
of 106 of 197 onboard; in fact, she almost struck the sunken ship. Captain Watkins was held by the New York Board 
of Inspectors of Steam Vessels to have been wholly responsible for the negligent navigation of his ship and had his 
master's certificate suspended for two years.[5] At first, Paris appeared to be a total loss and was not refloated until 
11 July.[6] After she was pulled from the rocks, the badly damaged ship was rebuilt at Belfast, Ireland, receiving new 
engines and having her triple smokestacks replaced by a pair of taller ones. 

Renamed Philadelphia, she finally resumed North Atlantic passenger service in August 1901.[2] 
Early in 1902 Guglielmo Marconi, while aboard Philadelphia off New York sent and received radio signals over a 
distance of 1,800 miles. 

In 1913, Philadelphia was downgraded to a second- and third-class-only liner. At the beginning of the World War I, 
the American Line reverted to Liverpool for their UK terminal. As a neutral flagged liner, Philadelphia was very 
profitable until the United States entered the war. 

	
	 	



The	report	on	the	recovery	of	the	SS	City	of	Paris	–	no	mention	of	MWA,	credit	given	to	a	German	salvage	
crew	who	“refused	all	offers	of	outside	advice	or	assistance.”	This	does	not	seem	to	agree	with	MWA’s	
biography.	But	see	the	long	article	by	MWA	in	Appendix	C	which	may	explain	the	situation.	
	
	

	
	 	



Beaching	of	the	SS	Katina,	MWA’s	last	salvage	operation	in	1913.		Another	of	the	marvellous	
photographs	from	the	MWA	collection.		 	



Views	from	Spring	Cottage,	Underhill,	a	few	hundred	metres	up	from	Tyrie	at	Brockweir.	 	



Relevant	articles.	There	are	numerous	references	to	minutes	of	meetings	involving	MWA.	He	was	often	
Chair	and	became	President	for	some	of	these	Institutes.	On	his	shipbuilding	work,	there’s	a	nice	article	
about	the	White	Rose	designed	by	MWA	for	long	towing.	The	article	describes	the	launch	and	trial;	
there’s	also	an	article	on	the	sale	of	the	boat.	Both	are	shown	below.	
	

	 	



TECHNICAL	PAPERS	by	Matthew	Jr	(MWA)	
	
There	are	quite	a	few	technical	articles	by	MWA	online,	mostly	under	the	Grace’s	guide.	I	think	I	was	able	
to	find	a	dozen	articles	by	him.	These	variously	give	his	address	as	47	or	53	Mountstuart	Square,	Cardiff.	
These	can	be	long	articles	and	are	not	included	here.	I	have	downloaded	most	of	them	and	can	send	pdfs	
to	dear	readers	upon	request.	
	

	
	
	
	 	



1892:	Matthew	Jr.	and	Jane	marriage	
	

	
	
	
Matthew	Jr.,	the	birth	of	daughter	Elsie	in	1895	–	she	lived	a	long	life,	remembered	by	many,	dying	in	
1971.	
	

	

	
	
1901	Census:	(my	grandfather	listed	here	at	5	months	old)	
	

	
	 	



Awards	to	Matthew	Jr.	and	a	nice	signature	for	MWA	
	

	
	

	 	



1914	–	MWA’s	death,	funeral,	hearse	mishap	and	recognition	
	
	 	



1916,	Reading	of	the	Will:		MWA	left	what	would	be	close	to	a	million	pounds	today.	His	son	Ernest,	my	
grandfather,	squandered	most	of	it	on	misadventures,	e.g.	a	rubber	plantation	in	Argentina	in	1930s.	My	
mother	Philippa	as	a	child	went	with	Ernest	and	Doreen	on	their	ill	fated	trip	but	they	were	back	within	a	
year.	She	remembered	well	how	the	Argentine	people	were	fascinated	with	her	blonde	hair.	My	aunt	
Judith	remembered	him	as	being	“indulged	by	his	mother,”	over-indulged	with	the	usual	consequences	
for	a	son’s	personality.	Ernest	was	a	keen	and	skilled	motorcyclist,	but	was	killed	in	a	crash	in	1963.	
Ernest,	complete	with	photographs,	is	covered	in	other	documents.	



1906	-	Death	of	a	gentleman,	MWA’s	brother	in	law:	
		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



APPENDIX	A:	biography	of	the	Cardiff	Docks,	mention	of	MWA	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	
	 	



APPENDIX	B:	MWA’s	essay	
	
	





	 	



APPENDIX	C:		Officers	killed	by	Bengal	tigers	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
The	full	article	is	on	the	next	page,	from	the	BNA.	It’s	quite	graphic	in	its	detail,	part	of	the	folklore	of	
derring	do	officer	class.	



	



APPENDIX	D:		The	Aisbitt	–	Blaxland	connection	
	
George	Blaxland’s	reading	of	the	Will	was	attended	by	W.H.	Atkinson	Blaxland	(far	right)	and	M.W.	
Atkinson	(far	left).	WHAB	used	to	be	WHA	but	added	Blaxland	as	a	condition	of	the	Will	if	he	was	to	
inherit	GB’s	fortune,	which	he	did.	This	money	rolled	through	the	later	generations	(Sylvia	and	Rupert	
Blaxland,	Tassell,	Welch,	etc.)	along	with	money	from	T.H.	Atkinson	and	Jane	“Aunt	Hally”	Webster.	
	
MWA’s	wife	Jane	Blaxland	Atkinson	inherited	Blaxland	through	her	mother	Sarah,	independent	of	her	
brother	WHAB	who	would	not	have	adopted	it	automatically.	
	


