Matthew Aisbitt Sr.
Marine engineer, ship owner
(1808-1861)

Lucy Bolton
(1816-1890)

Matthew Wheldon Aisbitt Jr.
Naval architect, ship builder, inventor, insurance officer,
marine engineer & surveyor

(1849-1914)
Jane Blaxland Atkinson
(1861-1952)

Document prepared by Joss Hawthorn, June 2021, Dec 2022. ]BA picture from Judith collection
bequeathed 2017.
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Matthew & Lucy Aisbitt are my great-great-grandparents, and Matthew & Jane Aisbitt my great-
grandparents. The blue symbols mark the bloodline. The family retains a number of artefacts dating back
to this family line. Both Ernest and his son Rollo retained the name Wheldon, which dates back to an even
earlier generation, to Alice Wheldon, mother of Matthew Aisbitt Sr. (The women tend to retain the name
Blaxland, e.g. Jane Blaxland Atkinson; see my numerous other documents about the Blaxlands.)

Matthew and Lucy were married 12t April, 1836 when Lucy was only 19 and Matthew was 27. There
appear to be references to our Lucy (Bolton) Aisbitt in the UK & Ireland nursing register. Lucy bore at
least 11 children, some dying in infancy, some living into their 90s. Lucy appears on various notices
about the sale of their company and “salubrious” country house after the death of Matthew Sr. One of the
earliest references to Matthew Aisbitt Sr. is a short 1841 commentary on his boat The Lucy, named after
his beloved wife (see below).

Ossie Aisbitt told me via email in 2018:
Matthew Aisbitt Sr. was a ship’s biscuit maker in South Shields but became a ship owner and ultimately a “gentleman”.

There’s not a lot to go on until his highly successful son took the reins. my details for Matthew Jr (MWA)
are far more extensive. Most of the document is about Matthew Jr. Matthew Sr. died at 55, and his wife
Lucy at 74. Their graveside plinths (below) are rather magnificent. There are parallels here with George
Blaxland Sr. and Jr., also involved in the marine engineering business. This common interest is probably
why the various families intermarried (and with being quakers?).

But there is evidence for the strong connection between Matthew Aisbitt Jr. and George Blaxland Jr. The
1913 article below states that, on the death of George Blaxland Jr. in 1912, the will was duly proved by
W.H. Blaxland and Matthew Aisbitt (who was to die in 1914). See Appendix D that shows how the quaker
families tie together. Both George and Matthew travelled to the USA and Cuba with their work - I cannot
yet prove but suspect they worked together there, both having complementary marine engineering skills
relating to salvage work and building docks.



THE LONDON GAZETTE, 7 FEBRUARY, 1913,

GEORGE BLAXLAND, Deceased.

Pursuant to the Act of Parliament of the 22nd and
23rd Vic., cap. 35, intituled ‘“ An Act to further
amend the Law of Property and to relieve Trustees.”

N OTICE is hereby given, that all creditors and
4.\ other persons having any debts, claims or de-
mands upon or against the estate of George Blaxland,
late of Gillingham House, Gillingham, in the county
of Kent, Gentleman (who died at Gillingham House,
Gillingham aforesaid, on the eighth day of Augum,
1912, and whose will was duly proved by Wemyss
Henry Blaxland, of 33, Highbury, Newcastle-upon- |
Tyne, Solicitor,” and Matthew Wheldon Aisbitt, of
Westoe, Newport-road, Cardiff, Naval Architect, the
executors therein named, in the Probate Division of
the High Court of Justice, at the Principal Registry,
on the twenty-seventh day of September, 1912), are
hereby required to send, in writing, the particulars of
their debts, claims and demands to the undersigned,
Joseph A. Philipson and Co., the Solicitors of the
said executors, at their office situate as stated at the
foot of this notice, on or before the seventh day
of March, 1913. And notice is hereby aleo given,
that at the expiration of the last mentioned day the
said executors will proceed to distribute the assetg
of the said deceased amongst the parties entitled n
thereto, having regard only to the claims of which
the said executors have then had notice; and that
the said executors will not be liable for the said
acsets, or any part thereof, so distributed, to any
person of whose claim the said executors have not
had notice at the time of the distribution.—Dated
this 4th day of February, 1914. :

JOSEPH A. PHILIPSON and CO., 89, Pilgrim-
street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Solicitors to the
174  said Executors.
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There is an interesting note about Matthew Sr. not paying wages in a timely fashion.

7 WEDNEsSDAY,-~Before R. Shortridge and J. W. Ro

i

Esyrs.=Maithew Aisbitt, shipowner, was charged by

thew Mitchell, sea apprentice, with neglecting and refusing
to pay wages justly owing to him. Mr was ordered

to pay the amount, with costs.—Philip Hellen, a master o
a ship, was charged by George Fordyce, and others, with
refusing to pay their wages. The defendant was ordered
to pay the amount, with costs.—John Watson Rhind and
E&% Thompson, were charged with trespassing in the
fields of Mrs Maughan, and pulling down the fences.
They were ordered to pay each, and costs.—John
Atkinson, an old offender, was committed to the house o
correction for fourteen days, for assaulting and ill-using
his wife.

I find occasional references to boats that Matthew Sr. owned:

MARINE INTELLIGENCE

Published: Saturday 30 January 1841
Newspaper: Newcastle Journal

County: Northumberland, England

Type: Article | Words: 2396 | Page: 3 | Tags: none

4

... —On Tuesday last, from the building-yard Messrs. Allcock, of Sunderland, new vessel, 250 tons, called the
Lucy, for Mr. Matthew Aisbitt, of South Shields. BEECH FLOORS. —Lloy d* Registration Committee have
given notice, that the use of Beech, as floors, the ...




http://www.searlecanada.org/sunderland/sunderland123.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of shipwrecks in 1861

The 1861 register (link above) mention the loss of Matthew Sr.’s ship “Queen of Freedom.”
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]
78|Lizzie Aisbitt (a|360/366/Pile & he vessel was, I read, launched in Nov. 1852, but seems 10104
barque) Smart, at |consistently to be Lloyd's Register ('LR') listed as an 1853
North Sand |vessel. Aisbitt & Co. of North Shields - Per Turnbull's Shipping
Register of 1856, the vessel (listed as built in 1852) was then
owned by M. Aisbitt & A. Leake of South Shields & W. Tate of
Walker. A. Leake was, I learn, the vessel's captain. Christie's
Shipping Register of 1858 lists her then owners names as being
Matthew Aisbitt & William Tate.
—~ - 1 s 1 Jemamraaalhaan | . ~ -~ - ] ' .
yun st s v
94|/Queen of 395[Todd & Brown [The vessel is Lloyd's Register ('LR') listed from 1856/57| 12357
Freedom (a thru 1861/62 only, stated always to be owned by M.
barque) Aisbett of South Shields. For service from Shields to the

Mediterranean thru 1859/60 & from Bristol to India
thereafter. Per LR, W. Jacks served as the vessel's
captain thru 1859/60 & thereafter G. Richardson. The
vessel was registered at Shields thru 1859 & at South
Shields from 1860. It would seem likely that the
owner's name was misspelled by LR. Turnbull's
Shipping Register of 1856 lists 'M. Aisbitt' as the
vessel's owner while Christie's Shipping Register of
1858 clarifies the name to be 'Matthew Aisbitt'. LR of
1861/62 notes that the vessel had gone 'Missing'. Line
1977 on this page tells us that Queen of Freedom left
London on Mar. 13, 1861 for Colombo (then Ceylon now
Sri Lanka) with a general cargo & went missing en
route. With a crew of 14 - all lost, of course. Than
stated to be owned not by 'Aisbitt', but rather by Jas.
Robson. Can you tell us anything additional? Perhaps
tell us if & when Jas. Robson acquired the vessel. Y

AEIDahv Cactla 2

[Nelo]

MCanraa Chart Af [Tha viaceal ie | lavAd'e Daaictar ('l D'\ lietad fram 1QK7/KQ
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Here’s a rare reference to George Bolton Aisbitt in newspapers. It's not hard to find references to Mrs.

Lucy (Bolton) Aisbitt e.g. sales of properties or companies.

THE SHIELDS DAILY NEWS, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1866,
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'SHIELDS GAZETTE AND DAILY TELEGRAPH, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1867.

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Patnership existing between us, the Under-
signed, as BoNDED STORE DEALERS at Tyne Dock
and South Shields, under the style or firm of
“GIBSON, AISBITT, & SON,” has been Dis-
solved by the mutual consent of each of us, and
that all Accounts due to or from the firm will be
received and paid by Mr T. Y. STRACHAN,
Public Accountant, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Dated this 18th day of January, 1867.
ELIZABETH GIBSON.
LUCY AISBITT. )
GEORGE BOLTON AISBITT.
South Shields.

AISBITT AND SON,
LATE
GIBSON, AISBITT, AND SON,
BONDED STORE DEALERS AND GENERAL
SHIP CHANDLERS,
TYNE DOCKS & 15 MARKET PLACE,
SOUTH SHIELDS.
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Here’s a death notice for Matthew Aisbitt Sr.

AAALL, AN UUUVLIAKAAERERTy swaanm - bEA ‘
At Ellison Place, on the 18th inst., Elizabeth, fourth daugh-

derson Ilderton, Esq., of Ilderton.
taA(zfm&mce, Gateshead, on the 17th inst., aged 28,

Fraser, much respected.
e e T #he 17th. inst,, aged B, Aisbitt,

E‘_} PSS o a LT NNV, RERe  YTS A T - AN

+
MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. BIRTHS. At Squire's Walk, North Shields, on the
17th inst., the wife of Philip Dodds, ..
... Bruuswiek Terrace, Gateshead, the inst., aged 28, J S. Fraser, much respected. At Westoe, on the 17th

iust., aged 55, Matthew Aisbitt, Esq. Drowned at sea, from on |>oard the Darius, wrecked on the Longsands,
on the 2ud inst., aged 27, Samuel, son of Mr ...

L

Published: Wednesday 20 November 1861
Newspaper: Newcastle Journal

County: Northumberland, England

Type: FamilyNotice | Words: 259 | Page: 3 | Tags: none

Here are some rather grand memorials for Matthew and Lucy, and family members.
[t was a time of tragedy because several of the family met untimely deaths. As the stone mentions, Robert

Frost Aisbitt 22 (1862) drowned at sea and George Bolton Aisbitt 30 (1873) died of sickness in Neemuch,
India. [ have reports on one of these incidents, included below.
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1873, George Bolton Aisbitt:

--\“-. W ARNWE WA TR W - ——

Neemuch. on the 23th May, aged 30,
orge Lolton Afsbitt, turrnerly of South Shields, |

[ have not been able to establish what GBA was doing in central India. Neemuch, Bengal was famous for a
large mutiny just 16 years earlier. Thus it had large British batallions stationed there in 1873, the various
Hussar regiments serviced by the British-built railways. It is near swamps, lakes, and forests. It was real
frontier territory. In the same year, several officers and workers were killed by tigers, articles that are
easily found on BNA (see Appendix C). In all cases, they were out hunting the poor beasts with beaters.
Newspaper articles speak of cholera epidemics in the area.
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Sources. In the family, Rosalind Aisbitt/Cairns (Cambridge, UK) has possession of the brass stool
presented to MWA and Jane in September 1892. I have his photograph album from 1895; it deserves its
own document as the photographs are truly remarkable. (Some of these photographs are also in the
possession of Rosalind.)

My best source on Matthew Jr. is from the Weekly Argus, 28 November, 1914, an obituary for MWA right
at the outset of World War I. It was only Christmas 2022 that I found this article via BNA after years of
searching on MWA's details. There are many errors in text parsing on BNA so you have to be creative in
searches. Another problem is the different spellings of Aisbitt, Aisbett, Aisbeth, etc. (It has the same root
as Nesbitt, etc.) There is so much to unpack and explore here. I have tried to organize the information on
the following page, with some web references:

—— g~

- BIOGRAPHICAL SKETOH.
dMr. Meithew Weldon Aishite, for many years
the chief surveyor for South Wales of the
London Salvage Associstion, retired in June,
The deceared was Laps best known
st the Cardiff Docks as ¢ man who salved
the American liner Oy of Paris '-hoa she
was on the dreaded Manacies on the
South Coast. 1huis grest leat received muach
attention st the Lme, & as salvage
appliapces then were far inferior 10 those now |
available. Mr. Aishitt 1o formed many other
salvage tasks of more tiun ordinary inlerest.
One of the most difficult was that of the
steamer kv line on the sands of Carmar-
then Bay in . The sand shifted with every
tide, and the excavation made was filled as
ater rose. Eventually Mr. Alsbitt de
vised s sand anchor 1o hold the vessel while |

- e s s B - A -

steam flled, and when in safery
had - wiu’scho(h«houdk& Mr
Aishitt was reed the Tyne in 1865 0
the cel m of Wighun R




Biography: Matthew Wheldon Aisbitt, born 1849 (added info from Grace’s Guide)

1850, born to Matthew and Lucy at Harton, Durham

1863, apprenticed at 14 to celebrated Wigham-Richardson firm, later Swan Hunter (till 2006), Wallsend,
Tyne and Wear. Swan Hunter built hundreds of ships, some famous:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swan Hunter

Then: Palmers Yard, Jarrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmers Shipbuilding and Iron Compan

Then: Austin and Hunter, Sunderland
https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Austin and Hunter

1874, associated with Sir Edward Reed, KCB, FRS, MP, chief constructor of the Navy (1863-1870), Milford
Haven; built Japanese corvette, converted ships from wood to iron, etc.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward Reed (naval architect)

1876 - 1879, business in Swansea; invented cellular double bottom for steamers, approved by J.R.
Hunter

1879, move to Cardiff, representative of insurers - Lloyds, Liverpool, Scottish underwriters
1879, living at Llanishen

1881, boarder at 49 Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff

1884, became a freemason at Windsor Lodge, Penarth; naval architect. At some point, he began work as a
marine engineer at Cardiff Docks - see potted history of the Docks in Appendix A.

1886, elected to Mechanical Institute of Engineers

1890, living at 53 Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff

1891, married to Jane Blaxland Atkinsoon at Tynemouth

1892, presented with a brass stool by Elliot & Jeffery’s

1896, worked on a commission in the USA

1898, salved Amie steamship off Foreland, built false bottom inside ship

1899-1900, salved City of Paris, US liner (stranded on Manacles, Lizard peninsula, Cornwall) - see MWA'’s

photo below, also these web links:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS City of Paris (1888)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS City of Paris (1865)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of _shipwrecks_of Cornwall_(19th_century)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Manacles

1901, living at 158 Newport Rd, Roach, Cardiff

1902, “built his beautiful residence at Brockweir.” 1911 census confirms living at Tyrie, Underhill,
Brockweir, Chepstow, Glocs. By River Wye.

1904, salved Evangeline, Steamer, sands of Camarthen Bay - devised sand anchor



1912, retired, many expressions of esteem and several presentations
1913, award (see article below); last salvage job was SS Katina (see photo below)
1914, died; left widow son and daughter

Other recognition:

President, Bristol Channel Centre, Institute of Engineers
Chief Surveyor, London Salvage Association (South Wales)
Won “Denny medal” for paper on “Tail-end shafts”
Member, Institute of Naval Architects

Member, Mechanical Institute of Engineers

Member, Institute of Marine Engineers



Beaching of the SS City of Paris on infamous Manacles reef off Cornwall, UK: One of the marvellous
photographs from the MWA collection. He went on to help save this famous vessel in full view of the
media. [ have updated the Wikipedia page with this photograph.

.
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S.S. PARIs  ASHOKE ON  NMAvAcLES ((%'ALL) Qo0 SAVED ) N4
[/3,000 Tons Dispiniaint, g,h,vor,) I/Mm:k ot

This is taken from the wikipedia page:

While westbound on 21 May 1899, Paris ran aground in fog on The Manacles off the coast of Cornwall.! The
supervising salvage engineer was Matthew Wheldon Aisbitt (Superintendent, Cardiff Docks) and the scanned image
is taken from his 1900 photograph album, which includes his original notes.

The Paris ran aground mere metres from another steamer, Mohegan, which had sunk 9 months earlier with a loss
of 106 of 197 onboard; in fact, she almost struck the sunken ship. Captain Watkins was held by the New York Board
of Inspectors of Steam Vessels to have been wholly responsible for the negligent navigation of his ship and had his
master's certificate suspended for two years.2 At first, Paris appeared to be a total loss and was not refloated until
11 July.®@ After she was pulled from the rocks, the badly damaged ship was rebuilt at Belfast, Ireland, receiving new
engines and having her triple smokestacks replaced by a pair of taller ones.

Renamed Philadelphia, she finally resumed North Atlantic passenger service in August 1901.2

Early in 1902 Guglielmo Marconi, while aboard Philadelphia off New York sent and received radio signals over a
distance of 1,800 miles.

In 1913, Philadelphia was downgraded to a second- and third-class-only liner. At the beginning of the World War |,
the American Line reverted to Liverpool for their UK terminal. As a neutral flagged liner, Philadelphia was very
profitable until the United States entered the war.



The report on the recovery of the SS City of Paris -

no mention of MWA, credit given to a German salvage

crew who “refused all offers of outside advice or assistance.” This does not seem to agree with MWA’s
biography. But see the long article by MWA in Appendix C which may explain the situation.

THE WESTERN "MORNING NEWS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 18%9.

| v clock

THE LINER PARIS

_—

FLOATED OFF THE
NIGHT.

AN UNEXPECTED SUOCESS.

The liner Parta, which has been stranded oo Lowland
| Pownt near the Manacles fur early seven weeks, baving
struck on Whit-Sunday, May 21st, wae sussessfully “"‘,
lnet night about B o'closk. (‘sptals Quenault, of the tag |
Telophone, arrived at Valmouth sbout half past aine bring |
‘|og the @it itelliigence. During the past monih fwe
|mivage boatsa ocoe Uerman sad ocne Bwediah,
bavs been werking oo the limer, end ca Balur.
day the Uerman salvage boas Bee Adler also arvived.
On Bunday the salvors were very busy, but ihe effort to
float ber was not prroeptible to thoss ssbors. Yesterday
the bigbest tides were resshed aad bopes were entertained
of muccess. The thres mivage busts last evening by means
of sieel hawsers towsd her off aad lnto » comparative place
of mfety, judged to be at & distance of about 200 fest from
whers she struck. It is steted that the Puria is free of
ol rocks Falmouth tugs wers not summoned for
| ownge work last night, but at daybreak they will proceed
to the Paris and bring ber to Valmouth. The ses st the
time was fairly calm. At her foating. the Paris pumping
| mgines were kept working and were of greal assistance.
Dunag tbe ume the Fane had been stranded, the salvors
‘| bave experienced some trying Umes, chiefly through the
variance of the winds. It was thought mivisshle on one
cecason 0 slop working eo ber, bul operations were con-
tinued after an interval of 24 hours

Palmouth euastguan] about seven o'clock racelved the
intelligrace from 'urermek that the three mivage boate—
Herthilde, E M. Z Soitsen, and Seo Adler- wers
‘| sttemptiag to tarn the Pana reund. These were anzious
motents. For a httle while the huge steamer did not
stir ; then sbe cuminenced to move, and the crew bad Lo let
"|out mure cable. Just on the stroke of eight
it was found that the liner's bow was
with  luwiand Tomt, sod =&  short

she fluated of the rocka It b

ROOKS LAST

n hne
time alter

a'su stated tlat Jdurng the operstions the Paris was ||

seens 10 move befors the hawsers were put out. The aris
.| nas been towed clear of the roshs ln comparstive safety.
This result has been & souioe of great mtisfastion to those
working on ber, and it sars & great deal for the Ingenuity
| of \be Balvage Associstion. The Maris hae been » souree of
much talk end asttrection for visitom and Fal
mothlans alihe, aod pow that she is fosted ond
‘| being brought to Falmouth, she will ba a greater

attraction still. The rocks which penetrated bar
bottom had all been blasted asway by divers.
The mivors did not anticipate that tbeir efforts to refloat
ber woald he so immmliately sucsemaful ; in fact, last night's
effort waa really with the objeet of slewing the wvemsel
round o enable the divers 1o deal with rosks hitherto in-
sccessible. Dunng the effort to move ber it was notised
that there was & distinet movement of the vessel assters,
showing that sbe was free of the rocka, snd that
the enormous weight which bad heea placed In
the ofter part was Dbaving effect, and that
she was prectieally shdmg from ber pesition
The eables which had heen placed at ber bows and attached
to the anchors in order to keep the vessel steady had 1o be
paid out, aod the movement of the Pwis was resumed.
The salvage party were then enabled %0 tow Lhe veasel free
from the rooks. Though the Falmouth tugs were ia
attendance there waa oo ansiety om the part of the mlvore
w0 eecure their sssurianocs, and (4 being found thal the
pumps were matisfactonily ecoping with the waler, it waa
desided that the Maris shoukl remain In the favcurable
position o which she had besa broaght for the remaloder
of the night.

It is protable that advantage will be taken of the [nber-
mh.bwulu!bodlvmhmmm-uhdpml
and 0 make the voyage 1o port Jews riaky. Tb--oll
the German salrage party, the same that refloated the

China, is regarded on all hands e & considersble triompb, |
eapecially as they bave refused oll offers of cutside advies

or assistance.
An examination today will shew whether or not the
Paris will be taken temporarily to Falmouth or %o the port

aa posal
by the winchea if she c. a0y move- |
ioent oo the bigh tide it will help to work ber off. During
a Jense fog to-day, severnl
thhe got so clase to the
steamers blew her syran (o7 some tims, and a4 last
tho desired effest.



Beaching of the SS Katina, MWA'’s last salvage operation in 1913. Another of the marvellous
photographs from the MWA collection.




Views from Spring Cottage, Underhill, a few hundred metres up from Tyrie at Brockweir.

_—

Spring Cottage, Brockweir,

Exterior | Spring Cottage, Brockweir




Relevant articles. There are numerous references to minutes of meetings involving MWA. He was often
Chair and became President for some of these Institutes. On his shipbuilding work, there’s a nice article
about the White Rose designed by MWA for long towing. The article describes the launch and trial;
there’s also an article on the sale of the boat. Both are shown below.

A POPULAR ENGINEER.

Last night members of the Bristpl (Channel
Centre of the Institute of Marine Engineers spent
& most enjoyable time in the rooms of the Centre,
Park-place, Cardiff, being for the evening guests
of the committee. Mr. M. W, A.,tm (of tbo
London Salvage Association) occupxod the chair
in the unavoidable absence of Sir John Gunn
(president), and he was well supported. The
occasion of the gathering was the presentation of
a massive silver salver by the committee to Mr.
T. A. Reed, consulting engineer and naval archi-
tect, and representative of the centre on the
council in London, who was recently married.
Mr. Reed has done sterling work for the Centre
since its inauguration, and his worth and R:pn-
larity were amply attosted by the large attendance
and enthusiastic character of the proceedings.

LAUNCHES AND TRIAL TRIPS.

Ox Friday last the screw steam tug White Rose left Chepstow
with a select party for the purpose of proceeding down Channel on
her trial tng, On arriving in Cardiff she received orders to
rroooed to Plymouth, where she arrived on Saturday at noon,
eaving again at 8 p.m. the same evening with the fine American
ship OLmebrough, 1500 tons, in tow for Oardiff, where she arrived
on Monday morning # 2 a.m., thus proving her ability for long
towing, for which she was specially designed by Mr. M. W, Aisbett,

tendent engineer to the owners, Messrs. D. Guy and Co.
Her principal dimensions are:—Length, B.P., 95ft.; beam
extreme, 10ft, 6in.; depth of hold, 11ft. Sin. She has been fitted
by the builders with com; d surface condensing engines, having

linders 20in. and 38in. by 24in, stroke, and a boiler 12ft. 6in. b
10ft., designed for a working pressure of 80 lb, This is the fift
sorew tug built by Messrs, ih}ward Finch and Co., of Chepstow,
for the same firm,

R e S . e = sl
I SCREW 1TUG FOR SALE.

ESSRS TREGERTHEN DUNN and

CO. have received instructi
AUCTION, at the Cardiff Extgx:::;o‘,ogi '.%‘(I,II?%!I)‘AI).
October 26th, 1833 (and not on the 19th as previously
anunounced), at 2 )l'».m.. the
. STEAM SCREW 1UG

;Vlld Rose, of Cardiff, built of iron’ at Chepstow in
: Dimensions, 80ft. x 16 x 9'6. Net register,
72 tons, g‘noss'ﬂ; fitted with compound engines of
0 pn.h.p. Uylinders, 18” and 34” ; stroke, 24”. Donkey-
ﬂ: ine, sleam wineh, &c. Had new boiler, measuring
‘89% 6in. by Sft. 6in., axd extensive repairs in May,

%?;n;a g:se gn liight c(::;um tion.

el can be in

Weat Pt Cam. where she now lies in the
For further particulars apply to Messrs Guthrie,

Heywood & Co.
Stu{“wq“r(e}? (%c:.xzl g&the Auctioneers, both of inl%%nt

e e




TECHNICAL PAPERS by Matthew Jr (MWA)

There are quite a few technical articles by MWA online, mostly under the Grace’s guide. I think [ was able
to find a dozen articles by him. These variously give his address as 47 or 53 Mountstuart Square, Cardiff.
These can be long articles and are not included here. [ have downloaded most of them and can send pdfs
to dear readers upon request.
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1892: Matthew Jr. and Jane marriage

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES., PEATHS

—

AISBITT—ATKI BeRIAG% h

— NSON.—Benton, Parish Church.of St.

Batholomew, 25th fost., by the Rev E. S. hva’er.
vicar, assisted by the Rev R. Trotter, Matthew
Wheldon Aisbitt, of Cardiff and Brockweir, to Jane

Blackland, younger daughter of the late Thomas
Atkinson, Newcastle. Ne cards. 3425

DEATHS.

AYSOAP e tha 9Zrd fnet at +ha wantdamae 8w

Matthew Jr., the birth of daughter Elsie in 1895 - she lived a long life, remembered by many, dying in
1971.

Eoening Express.

THURSDAY. JANUARY 17, 1895.

| “Man of Galilee” will be Published To-Morroy

-3 ‘ﬂﬁ.ibemli Federation.l

armans, Nt

The Avalanche.

Births, sHarriages, & Beaihs,

RIRTHS,

ADLARD.—On the 11th inst., at Newhouse, King’s
Norton, Worcestershire, the wife of Walter J.
Adlard, of a dauguter.

A1seirT,—On Janunry 11, at 158, Newport-road, Car-
diff, the wife of M. W. Aishitt, of a daughter.

Bargrr.—On January 8, at Elm Lodge, Carmarthen,
thie wife of T. W, Barker, of a daughter.

1901 Wales Census for John W' Aisbitt
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Awards to Matthew Jr. and a nice signature for MWA

SHIPPING GAZETTE AND LLOYD’S LIST. MONDAY. FEBRUARY 8. 1913,

Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

4| WELSH DRY DOCK OWNERS]|
'PRESENTATION 10 MR. AISBITE [ **"* %2

The tv-&-lomﬁ annual banquet of the Engi-
neers’ and Shipbuilders’ Employees Association was "LEWI“
held at Cardiff on Saturday, when a | gather-

. sat down under the p of Mr. Jobn
E There were also present Lord Mayor v,
of Cugil, Bitilo}u Gun;. Messrs. Wi gonn.
Robert Monroe, ordan, F. im
e Nt 3 L Baedene 3 1. Hoothl vud s
Thos. Biggait, M. W. ¥, N. Henderson B o

. C. James, H. Hand, Captain Galsworthy, 0’:
Col. C. 8. Dennis (Cardiff Railway Company). - gnd 0., Uni
During evening Mr, was presented
powner with a silver salver subscribed for by the Bristol |
then he not | Channel dry dock owners upon his retirement from .
dod times because | the position of Lloyd’s surveyor for the Bristol s also extens

énd Shipreo?iren(".!'od‘:iatli)‘qn.': . o’:”ndo and
‘ommerce of our Ci strict,” * Associa-
ETINGS. G and = The Vistors.” all ot which were onthu.

ing_telegram was | siastically received. where am 17 - Ml

fe WM The toast list included *“ The Dock O n-Pom
i inc| “ whne!

Institution of Fechanical Engineers,

) PROPOSAL OF MEMBER OR ASSOC‘:\TE‘ A
Neme is fill ﬁ%’%ﬁw %M
v/ ey V) Snpenior

Designationor |

Ocenpaticn | ‘ /mW% f)a/rf%

Business Aldress
being nab voder Twcn'ty-l'dm- years of age,* and boing desirous of admission inlo the Txsrrurion ov | —
ﬂz; sioun Excrseans, we the undersigned proposer sud seconder from onr personal knawledge, ‘

s we the three other signers from tenstworthy information, propose aud rerommend Lim as a proper |
1 thereof, (Member or Amociate 1o be inscried by the Proposer.)

person to Jecome

Wioess our hands, this.. . 2 8% 4y 1 A ‘ ' |

Frve Mewbers' Signatures are WW of @ Momber or an Associale.
Proposed from persondd knovwledge by t ‘-’c‘/&“\)
(S Fite)

b 2 oy

Seconded from personal knotwledge by

Sappartol 1 2 allf—

from o
trustwortky :) W"“ \W 4’ 2 l i
information L/ / 0

® Exteact from the Rules of the Enstilntion,
RESPECTING AGE AND QUALIFICATION, ELECTION, AGREEMENT, AND SUBSCRIPTION

i
h

3% ot the, o
wards be o neers  © 1997-2015/Ancestfy.com
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1916, Reading of the Will: MWA left what would be close to a million pounds today. His son Ernest, my
grandfather, squandered most of it on misadventures, e.g. a rubber plantation in Argentina in 1930s. My
mother Philippa as a child went with Ernest and Doreen on their ill fated trip but they were back within a
year. She remembered well how the Argentine people were fascinated with her blonde hair. My aunt
Judith remembered him as being “indulged by his mother,” over-indulged with the usual consequences
for a son’s personality. Ernest was a keen and skilled motorcyclist, but was killed in a crash in 1963.
Ernest, complete with photographs, is covered in other documents.

Current Notes

Wcemyss Atkinson, his nephew, sad ...

Published: Saturday 05 October 1912
Newspaper: Kent Messenger

County: Kent, England

Type: Article | Words: 1963 | Page: 7 | Tags: none

Western Mail - Wednesday 27 January 1915

Reach PLC. Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD

T
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LOCAL WILLS.

B

... 344 Is. fid., with net persocalty £18,089 ltis. 3d. Mr. Wemyss Atkinaln, of Neweastle-upon-Tyne, his nephew,
*Lid Mr. Matthew Aisbitt, of Cardiff, are the By his will dated 7th December, UHL testator leaves his books to

< Page70f9 v >

I MR M. W) AISBITT, FORMERLY OF |seller

49 CARDIFF.

Y | Brockweir, near Tintern, late

port-road, Cardiff, nautical surveyor and | stead

21 Mr. Matthew Wheidon Aisbit% of Tyree, ::m?
of 158, New- | readi

3 engineer, who died on November 20, left|on th
estate of the gross value of £6,567, of which migf

8 1the net perspnalty gsworn at | PT1%%
| e47 ™ at 'l‘i::l
P MR. WM. SCOTT, NEWPORT. tons :
Mr. William Scott, of Monreith, 14, Chep- | Yery
stow-road, Newport, draper, who died on | frm,

VALUABLE

... are hereby required to send the particulars in writing of their Debts, Claims, or
Demands, addressed to the said Jane Blaxland Aisbitt, at “Tyne, Brockweir
aforesaid, on or before the Thirteenth Day of May. 1916, after which date the said
Executrix will ...

Published: Friday 14 April 1916

Newspaper: Western Mail

County: Glamorgan, Wales

Type: Article | Words: 631 | Page: 4 | Tags: none

2 FIVE-TON STEAM WAGONS, by

... named), are nereDy required to send the particulars in writing ox their Debts.

: - Claims, Demands, addressed to the said Jane Blaxland Aisbitt, at * Brockweir
i aforesaid, on or before Thirteenth Day May. ISI6, after which date the said Executrix

3 1 will proceed to ...

Published: Saturday 15 April 1916

Newspaper: Western Mail

County: Glamorgan, Wales

Type: Article | Words: 3093 | Page: 1 | Tags: none



1906 - Death of a gentleman, MWA's brother in law:

eekln

THE LEADING COUNTY PAPER IN WALES AND THE WEST.

CIRCULATING IN THE COUNTIES OF GLAMORGAN. MONMOUTH. BRECKNOCK. RADNOR.
CARMARTHEN, PEMBROKE, CARDIGAN, ;EREFORD. GLOUCESTER. AND WORCESTER.

N* L797. SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 17. 1906. ONE PENNY.

SAD DIVORCE COURT STORIES.--See Page 2.
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LOCAL TRAGIC Er
T TWO BROTHERS ARRESTED
osor i BY THE POLICE.

CARDIFF COAL MERCHANT'S| Treberbers on mf“mcm'm"""“‘
SUDDEN DEATH. ;l‘y::: of age, residing et Taffsireet, Tre-

— his death, $wo_brothers,

‘The inquest was beld at the Townball,| named James I’Huin collier, Wyndham-

wumhﬁmﬁd‘nm“mw.-umml&n
e colller, Dumfriesstreet, Treherbert, have

chante, Cardiff) who was found dead it his | Plen’ arres:

chair at his office, Dowlais-chambers, Cardiff L B e

Teporied " clrcumstazces that hate beem| PRISONERS BEFORE THE
The laquiry was conducted by Mr. B B. Bl“NLH

Mr. lme- W. Alsbite ("eu:.uun well-| At Yetrad Policecourt on Monday the two| David
known in commercial circles) said deceased bothln. James Phillips, . colliar, Wyndham-
waa his brotherinlaw, and wae aboul 8 |street, Tynowydd. & married man, and Wil
years of age, and a coal merchant. woulnl’hllllp.eolller Dumiriesetroot, Treher-
previous afterncon, about three alo, i
now was called to deceased’s office, and aw

bim there, apparently dead. Witness, in m
anewer to the Coroner, said he knew deceased

LOCAL TRAGIC
INCIDENTS,

CARDIFF COAL MERCHANTS
SUDDEN DEATH.

——

The inguest was held at the Town-hall,
Oardiff, on the body of Mr. J. G, Stothert
fof J. G. Btothert and Co., coal mer
chante, Cardiff) who was found dead in his
chair at his office, Dowlais-chambers, Cardiff
Docks, under circumstances that have been
reported.

The inquiry was conducted by Mr, B. B.

Mr. Matthew W, Alsbitt (a gentleman well-
known in commercial cireles) said deceased
was his brother-inlaw, and wae about 48
years of age, and a coal merchant. On the
previous afterncon, about three o'clock. wil-
ness was called to deceased’s office, and saw
him there, apparently dead. Witness, in
answer to the Coroner, said he knew deceased
had been attended by Dr. Eoche (Dinas Powis)
for heart disease, although, in spite of that
ailment, his ordinary beaith was pood.

Mr. Jones, living at 126, Miskin-street, said
he last saw deccased walking upstairs about
one o'clock in the afternoon, and spoke to
him, and he then seemed to be as usual He

proceeded to his office, followed by witness
.t. a quarter to three,.and witness saw him
lying back in his arm<hair., He appeared to
be doad. Assistance was procured and Dr.
Andrew was f &

John Morgan, in deceased’s employ, said
be last saw deceased alive at oune o'dock
on 'Change, and consulted him on business
matters, and he thes seemed as well as
usual.

Dr. Andrew, who was sent for, sail he
arrived at 35 He found deceased lying
extended low back in the chair, and he was
dead, and seemed to have boen dead for
nearly an hour. Syncope, in his opinion, was
Qbo cause of death.

Coroner eoxpremed sympathy at the
deuh of a gentleman who was well known
by many; and the jury joined lnthooe
expressions of condolence, and returned
verdiot in aoccordance with the mm
evidenoce.




APPENDIX A: biography of the Cardiff Docks, mention of MWA
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ROMANCE OF A CARDIFF
DOCKSMAN. .
TALES OF MUTINY AND WAR,

LIFE STORY OF NIEL
RADCLIFFE.

MR. DANIEIL

to-morrow (Wednesday), with a gift on- his 70th birthday, and later
in the day he will be the central figure at a notable gathering at the
Carlton Club, London, when Sir Edward Nicholl, K.BE., will be
supported in his felcitations by friends of Mr. Radcliffe from all parts
of the country. . .

In a chat with a Western Mail representative on Monday Mr.
Radcliffe gave some of the facts bearing on his romantic progress
from an office boy with a wage of 6s. per week to the position he
holds to-day as shipowner and business leader.

Two of his many extraordinary experiences in Canada and the
United States will be related in to-morrow’s Western Mail,

EARLY START AT THE DOCKS.

I started ut Cardiff Docks with the firm

message has been delivered in less than

of Messrs. McNeil, Muller and Co., on
Junc X, 1876, when sixteen and-a-half years
of age (said Mr, Radcliffe) at a wage of
six shillings per week. Six wecks later
the firm gave up business, but I do not
suggest that one fact had any bearing on
the other!

My pnext job was in the office of Mr.
J. H. Aoning, but after a few months—

an hour.

Would you like a few recollections of
mutinies on the eea?! I remember going
on board a little barque called the Sat-
suma, bound from Cardiff to Japsn.
Seven months later we heard of a mutiny

aboard her. Fortunately, no lives weco
lost, but the officcrs were seriously
svmacelad L3 ab . LT s e . -

in July, 1877—1I joined the staff of Mesers,
Turnbull Bros. and remained with
them as boy and man until I began on
my own account in 1880. 8o, you see I
have been in a shipping business of my
own for forty years.

It is pleasing to reca]l the very high
stacding of the two brothers, Mr. Philip
Turnbyll and Mr. Lewis R. Turnbull, in
the shipping world. Ihe time J served
with then: was the happiest period of my
life. Mr. Philip Turnbull died several

years ag), but his Lirother is slill with us,
alttough, I regret to say, not in good
ealth, I attnbute to a large degree any

success I have achieved in life to my
training with those two gentlemen, who
were the very soul of integrity.

DAYS OF BAILING CRAFT.

In those days sailing ships were still
the vogue, hut thcir day was rapidly
passing and the great transformation from
sail to steam took place within my expe-
rience. Those were the days when
somance went hand in hand. with life at
sea. The sailing ships used to loag here
and we might not see them again for
three or four years, and very often we gdid
not even hear from them for many
' months, b cabled ges were very
cxpensive, Cables had only just been laid
from China and the East.

‘ They were the days when Carediff Docks
iweu crowded with shipping, in fact they
'were a forest of wmaets, and ] can well
remember going from one gide of the
East Dock to the other across the decks
of the ships awaiting loading.

To-day there is not now a siogle big
sailing ship belonging to British owners.
The last of them, the Garthpool, was lost
about two meonths ago.

It is one of our serious shortcomings
to-day that we have no sailing ships
employed in the training of scamen. The
Danes, the Gerinans, and the French
have their training ships, but we, the
greatest of maritime nations, have na such
means of imparting the principles of real
seamanship to our young sailors. The
defect sbould be remedied in the near
future. .

Shipe have increased immensely in size
since those early days at Cardiff Docks.
I remmember building the steamship Walter
Thomas. She was only 3,750 tons dead-
weight, and we oftentiines chartered her
with two or three differeat mercbants,
whereas to-day it is quite an ordinary
experience to charter a ship to a single
shipper for a 10,000 or 12,000 tons cargo.

PLIMSOLL AGITATION.

The Plimsoll agitation cannot be over-
looked in iy story. Shipowners fought
hard to resist the fixing of a loadline.
Eventually a loadline was agreed to, but,

inauled, and the chief officer—a handsome
young man with a prominent nose, whom
I kinew—came back to Cardiff with only a
remnant of a nose, which bad beeu
broken in two with a belaying-pin.

LIVES LOST IN MUTINY. '
A bad mutiny took place on the Flowary
Land in which several lives were lost.
Two years later came thy news of the
worst mutiny of all on the Caswell Bay
when in the Southern Atlantic. The cap-
tain and’ officers were killed. A hefty
Greek had stabbed the captain, torn his
beart out, and thrown it on the deck.
The ship was then navigated by the car-
penter and he and some of the appren-
tices and a couple of the crew turned
upon the Greeks when opportunity pre-
sented itself, overpowered them, and
brought the ship safely home. Two Mal-
tese members of the crew deserted the
ship in a boat off Buenos Ayres and
escaped. The Greeks were hanged. Years
afterwards one of the Caswell Bay's crew
recognised one of the Maltese desertcrs
i Cape Town and he also was hanged.
The days of mutiny are gone for ever,
for the accommodation, tg: food, and
conditions aboard have been revolu-
tionised. In some modern ships the
crews have Jlent dati
with bathrooms for the firemen und
sailors, and the food is strictly super-
vised by the Board of Trade, who insist
upon the tejection of all unfit food. With
the old régime has also gone the dreaded
scurvy, a disease which yields to_treat-
ment as soon as fresh neat and veget-

ables can be obtained.

STIRRING DAYS OF WAR,

Although the old romance of the scus
has largely died out, we had the moet
stirring times during the war that were
ever known. My firnn, Meesrs. Evan
Thomas, Radcliffe, and Co., alone lost
cighteen ships Ly subinarines during the
great struggle, and it looked at one time
as though England was going to be
starved out. Fortunately, the great sub-
marine mevace was inastered just in
time.

In recalling those war experiences one
cannot but express the highest admiration
for the masters, officers, and seamen who
maoned British ships. I never knew any
one of them refusing to go to &sea, but I
coustantly saw men going back quite
readily after being torpedoed three an-i
four times, and, in my opinion. that was
the highwater mark of true hercism.

Here, let me pay a tribute to ‘he
membry of the late Mr. J. Havelock Wil-
son and the members of the National
Sailors’. and Firemen's Union. During
the war time they could bave demandsd

-



unfortunately, the Board of Trade did
not assigit an official (reeboard, and it was
left to the owners to fix the Plimsoll mark
where they thought fit. A few years later,
however, largely through the advocacy ¢i
Lloyd's, a fixed freeboard came into opera-
tion, and this developinent proved to be
one of the most beneficial Acts that Parlia-
ment ever passed, as far as the safety of
lives at sea is concerned.

In dimensions also ships have radically

altered in my time, with the result that
sea life is far less risky. One cannot help
recalling the interesting pamphlet written
by the late Mr. W. M. Aisbitt, in which he
sought to show that the present-day lines
of ships conform to the dimensions cof
Noah's Ark, and are, consequently, much
more seaworthy than ships built on former
lines,
‘®Trade was of a much more uniform
character in the old days. There were set
saasapns for the Black Sea trade, the
Amé cotton trade, the Canadian trade,
aud the Argentine trade, and we used to
work our ships te fit in with those seasons.
All this uniformity has disappeared.
excent, of course, that one cannot send a
ship to Northern Canada or to some of the
Black Sea and Danube ports in winter
when the channels are frozen.

With the big sailing ehios the favourite
trade routes were to Australia, California,
the nitrate ports of the Southern Pacife,
India, and* China.

SHIPPING CRISES.

During ny career I have passed through
about five great shipping crises, 1 can
remember big sailing ships laid up idle
‘n Sar Francisco harbour for eighteen
months and two years, with consequent
beavy losses to tho British owners. All
the crises have come and gone in their
time, followed by good times, but the
one wa are now passing through is
probably the worst of them all, for there
is to-day no profitable trade with any
part of the world. In former crises there
were always one or two profitable markets
opon to British shipping, but to-day we
have not one paving rate, -

Undoubtodly the chief reason is the
bountiful harvests in Europe, which have
produced more cereals than ever before,
wund which have diminished the seca-
carrying trade. Shipowners are, however,
looking forward to a renewal of trade
about March next, when the bumper grain
stocks of Europe will be used up and
shipping will agsin be called upon to
carry for the world’s needs.

When I came to Cardiff Docks there was
no Exchange, and chartering clerks had to

merchants had. We used to get firm offers
from the merchants and telegraph them .0
the shipowners, who were, at that time,
mostly on the North-Fast Coass, London.
and Glasgow. Replies would be received
by telegravh, and the charters were gener-
ally completed during the afternoon. pro-
vided rates and terms could be agreed.
CARDIFF¥'S PROGRESS.

Cardiff had not then become a large
shipowning port. To-day Cardiff is one uf
the largest tonnage-owning ports in the
world, and probably has a finer lot of
eargo ships than any other place on the
scaboard of Great Britain. '

‘We uow have maguificent Exchange
buildings right in the centre of Mount-
stusrt-square, surrounded by great offices
on a site which used to be laid out as a
very fine garden .encircled by dwelling-
houses occupied by our merchants.

Wireless has transformed shipping
business of recent years. We can now
reach a ship through the Rugby statioun

at any spet on any ocean. I have actually
‘wirelessed to ships in mid-Pacific and the

go from office to office.to see what freights | cgpdify

any wages they liked to ask for, but, e
it said to their everlasting credit, their
palriotism was so great and sincere that
they mnever demanded an unreasonable
figure.

It shows how closely the shipowners of
Great Britain are in touch with the men
who go down to the sea in ships, and 1
am happy to say there never has been a
time when there was Dbetter feeling
Letween cmployers and employed in shiu-
ping than exists to-day.

PIONEERS.

There have been mary interesting pe:-
sonalities in the ship and coal-owning
interests in South Wales. Outstanding

of the Ocean Coal Company, and the
Brothers Davis, of Ferndale, who were
the real founders of Barry Dock. Their
enterprise proved to be a great blessing 'o
Cardiff, because at *hat time Cardifl
Docks and the Taff Vale Railway were
&0 congested with traffic that ships had to
wait three and four weeks in the roads
before they could come into docks

It was a great logs to Cardiff that Jobn
Batchelor's scheme for dockising the
mouth of the River Ely was not hrougot
into being. If that had been done there
would have been no need for Barry Dock
and Cardiff could then have coped with
all the traffic that camne its way.

The first owner of a steamship of any
siza in Cardiff was the late Mr Charles
K. Stallybrass, who had a fine tieet of
steamers fifty years ago. There was also
Mr. W. Y. Edwards, who ran a line of
stcumers between Cardiff and New York'
after the old Glamorgan and Yembroke
haut ceased their regular sailings. Mr. J.
I. Wilson =clsa, had a nice Heet of
steaniers, principally in the Spanish trade.
Then there was Mr. J. 1. Anning, one
of the earliest of our steamship owners,
and Messrs, Morel came later with a
lurge fleet, and the sons of the late Sir
Thomas Morel still mauage a splendid
fleet ot .podern shipe.

A very interesting gentleman who did a
large exporting busincss at Cardiff Docks
was Mr. I A, Vivian Robinson, who was
agent tor Messrs. Worms and Co | must
mention also Mr. Archibald Hood of the
Glamorgarf* Coal Company, whose manager
was Mr. Robert Duncan, a commercial
man of sterling parts. There were a0
Mr. John B. Ferrier, manager of Me:ars.
Burnyeit, Brown and Co, and pros'duit
of the Chamber of Coinmerce; Mr. Da‘sal,
manager for Nixon's, who 1 understand was
the real author of the sliding scale for the

sop, Mr. W. North Lewis, now worthily
fills his place; Mr. Robert A. Mark,
sailing shipowner who lived to the rif
age of 94, and was virile to the cnd afteéd
having arried - five wives, and
hdippy to say that we have stil}
Mr. Edward Eafl, who atarted as
with the Glamorgan Coal Company in
t:&,:‘udt;:to-daybytl‘titbomm-
1 e commerei eomlt\-i at
Cardiff Doeks. v .
Of late years we have been simgularly
unfortunate in losing men of great gcom-
Muercial calibre, including Lord Rhondda,
Mt. Herbert J. Hill . (of Count Raggio's
Company, who was cne of the
and finest *“digmonds " that ever graced
the floor of Cardiffs Exchange): Mr. X.*
P. Noel, of the Cambrian Coal Companys®
Mr. J. A. Jones, of Watts, Watts and Co.;
Mr, Jack Cadogan, a« very popular maug,
snd my brother, Mr. Henry Radeliffe.
Tbaek:%'ma‘:!thomm
to ms rdiff the great shipowning :
it ‘fs to-day. - - m

Photograph on picture page,

figures werc the pioneers, David Davies, °
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APPENDIX B: MWA's essay

SHIPPING GAZETTE AND

LLOYD’S LIST. WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 12, 1900.

L I I R

. | Shelton, Evan
Symonds, E. Nichol, J. Boud, C. L.

el i af ealiaca wask shauld not assent work on th'

INSTITUTE OF MARINE ENGINEERS.

BRISTOL CHANNEL CENTRE.

A meeting of the Bristol Channel Centre of the In-
stitute of Marine Engineers was held at the rooms of
the Centre, Park-place, Cardiff, on Friday night, Dec. 7.
Sir Jobn Gunn, the President, presided over an
attendance which included Mr. M. W. Aisbitt, Mr.
J. Boddy, and Mr. T. W. Wailes (vice-presidents);
Messrs. G. Rutherford, J. Chellew, J. Fleming, and W.
Simpson (members of committee); Mr. T. A. Reed (repre-
sentative to council) ; Messrs. H. Radcliffe, E. Hand-
cock, J. Nicholson, Morgan, Siburn, M‘Neil, W.

Jones, Wm. Evans (Whitchurch), H.
yder, W. Jones,
B e D Gue. Slopgots (bea. sctvtacy)

elly, razer ; Mr. ; i
Mr. ’A. E. Smithson (hon. tnuurer‘).; ( b

The PresipesT referred in feeling terms to the loss
which the Centre and the Institute had sustained since
their last meeting on those premises, by the death of
Mr. John F. Walliker. Much useful work was done by
Mr. Walliker for the Centre, the rules

now governil
| the working of the Centre having been prepu'esoby hil:‘.

MARINE SALVAGE WORK.

Mre. M. W. Awsmirr (Vice-President B.C.C.) read a
paper on ** Marine Salvage Work, British and Foreign.”
In the course of his paper Mr. Aisbitt said that of late
years it had been frequently asked in both our principal
scientific and public papers, how it was that so many

ful salvage operati had been placed in the
bands of foreign competitors, and why it was that we,
as British who d the largest p rtion of the
mercantile fleet of the world, had not undertaken those
xr:lﬁm. But it must be remembered that the Scan-
vians, who, from their experience of the rous
and difficalt navigation of the Baltic, were the first to
form salvage companies, having after many years built
up and consolidated their panies, it was only natural
that in former our shipowners and underwriters
should have use of their appliances. It must not
be f however, that many of these a)
and salvage steamers which they possess were ed
for types of vessels which were now almost obsolete. For
instance, the average carrying power of the vessels then
used in the Baltic was from 1,000 to 2,000 tons dead-
weight, wh thas of mod t was far

ATt Akl Ake mcbhaa

* no cure no pay " system. But this, to his mind, was a
quack business—it was not a sound or fair commercial
method. He had always positively objected to engage
in or gambles of that sort. He had always
the matter this way: ** If you gentlemen who are
terested in saving your property are p to pay
us the prime cost of the work done, as shown by our
and the res bility which has been incurred,
we undertake the job, and if it is a success we think
we are entitled to share reasonably in the value of the
property salved.” It was not fair or sound, from a com-
mercial point of view,to ask him or anybody else to s nd
money upon & pective benefit which was largely to
the advantage of other le. He was perfectly sure
there was enterprise enough in Cardiff, given a prospect
of a reasomable return, to form a salvage compan
capable of doing all the salvage work in the Bris
Channel, but it must conduct its operations upon a true
commercial basis, not speculatively, Mr. Aisbitt spoke
of the ity of having as _m:(on;xchncom-
pany & tleman possessing *“‘a fi patience
that no v i tances will exhaust.” Well,
that man would succeed nt anything—(laughter)—he
would not only salve the ship, but make a fortune at it,
and he would deserve it. They all appreciated the time
and trouble that Mr. Aisbitt had taken in preparing and
submitting this paper—(applause).

Mr. Boppy quite ngreed with the author of the paper
that the successful salvage of large steamers had become
a question of calculation based oun practical experience,

ng to be dealt with from a thorough engineering
t of view, and on scientific lines. In his opinion no
one was better fitted to carry out this work than
marine neers. While employed by Messrs. Robert
Irvine and Co., of West Hartl 1, as marine super-
intendent and salvage engincer, he was called upou to
raise a ged ship—the British Enterprise—
which been run into in the Tyne by the collier
steamer Warkworth, as she lay at Smith’s Buoys, fully
laden with 2,500 tons cargo on board. The
vessel y filled, and ving only one hold she took a
heavy list and came on to the ground with her port bilge
on side of the bank. She then heeled over, and
landed on her starboard broadside, in which position

. The means used were of an elaborate
racter, and he would not trouble them with details,
it was purely a question of calculations based on

engineering and mechanical data.

Mr. W. SiupsoN quite agreed with Mr. Aisbitt's

rpose of salvage work should not aceept work on the
?'“no cure 1o pay " understanding. The Baltic people
had been u:lvon mainly, and Kh h;'d bu&btouh
about on **no cure no pay ” principle. proper
basis was to form a big company which could stand any
unprofitable jobs for several years. It might never make
a huge profit, but it might make an average profit, and
that :uiull the (onigner‘: were doing. Tl“ was :.ot fair
to ask salvors not in the business regularly to take a
on **no cure no pay.” In uneunolthcmﬂ:
Paris 100/. a day was spent on drinking water, and no
individual salvor could stand that. It must be remem-
bered that marine insurance was in the nature of a
gamble—a risk. The insurers were not salving for the
good of the underwriters, but for themselves, and if
they did not find it p-‘{ they had only to stop it. Bir
John had said it would have been better to have left the
ships alone in many cases, but if they were to bave
a salvage company it should have such a command of
capital that it could afford to lose on one job and wait
to make a profit on another.  If these things were done
in repairs, why not in salvage according to contract
work # The main thing was to look at the matter in &
commercial light.

On the motion of the Presiprst, seconded t'z Mr.
Boyp, Mr. Aisbitt was accorded a hearty vote of ks
for his paper, and the discussion on the subject was
adjourned. A vote of thanks to the President con-
cluded the meeting.

-

Ocr West INpiaxy  Coroxies.—THE Srcar
Boustres Dirricvrry.—Under the auspices of the
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce an address on * The
Present Position of Our West Indian Colonies” was
delivered on Monday afternoon, in the banquetting hall
of the Exchange Station Hotel at Liverpool by Sir
Nevile Lubbock, K.C.M.G. Mr. A. L. Jones presided.
Sir Nevile Lubbock at the outset of his remarks dealt

lusively with Jamai the value of whose imports
and exports was, he said, behind British Guiana and

about on a par with Trinidad. Industrially it was
in a different category from ol colonies with
the ption of G da and Domini i h
as the which the value of its

e bore to the total value of e was

ably less than in the other West ndian colonies. In
bis opinion this could hardly have been the case if
.u?: had been fairly treated by the British Parliament
in bwtﬁmmdwbudlythu!nnhmw
l:;lmlah wt;ere the soil '”l ;lminbly ada ::
wth of sugar. Some years amal
-m.st:d 100.000 tons of sugar, sgainst &t_&.@
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various salvage possessed

the Baltic firms, together with their tonnage and date
of building, ng‘ which, it would be seen, were of a
comparatively obsolete type. Most of these steamers
were fitted with large fixed salvage pumps on board,
and were i with a certain number ofmrochble.
either centrifugal or direct-acting, pumps and boilers,
but in assessing the measure of the i
power of a salvage plant no heed must be taken of
pumps on the salvage craft, as in most instances
it was impracticable to work them to their full effect.
But what struck one principally, in favour of the foreign
salvage companies was, first, the fact of their having
accumulated large sums so as to be able to lay aside a
reserve fund in case of failures, &c. ; and second, their

organisation of steamers, staff, &c., which allowed
them to proceed to distant pom.itmndybe
thousands of miles un& from their parent depit.
In the premier days doubtless the attempts, at least
those the first two companies (Em. Z. Bvitzer
Bjergnings Enterprise, and Bergnings och Dykeriaktich
“N » Stockholm) were confined to salving vessels

in their own particular neighbourhood, viz. :—From
the Kattegat up the Baltic northwards, but, havin
succeeded there by means of careful organisation an
successful operations on the vessels at that time in use,
they ‘ndullnextended their efforts to the North Sea,
hence to the Mediterranean, and ultimately to the Red
Sea and further afield. We should, therefore, have no
feeling of jealousy of their successes seeing that they
were the result of long and comtinuous labour as com-
with our individual efforts at the time, which
r, although undoubtedly successful in many in-
stances of difficulty, had not the organisation and
cohesion whick the foreigners had already taken the
trouble to establish. But asin almost all instances whera
small efforts had gradually grown into| organisations
from a state of things co-existent with their original
[ﬂion. it was frequently found that the appliances
w were suitable to a prior date became obsolete as
the science of mechanics advanced, and that what was
sufficient and perfectly successful in salving vessels of,
say, oue to two thousand tons deadweight, was inade-
uate for the present-day requirements for others of
?our or five times that burden. In our own country we
bhad seven companies, each of which had a staff of
trained engineers, shipwrights, divers and plant, such
as, in some instances, was second to none in the world,
but, on the other hand, they were working in most cases
almost cntirel{kon individual efforts without that
organisation which in many cases was found to be made
use of by foreigners. The author gave a list of
the principal British salvage companies, and par-
ticulars of their various appliances, which, with-
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and en devoted to salvage work in this |
:;gy that the British mercantile marine deserved. |'
He quite agreed with the President that the **no cure
nop.y":ctenm-hd . FPoreigners had
shown us way in this work of salvage, and it was &
that our Admiralty had to go outside to get
our warships off the rocks. It was a disgrace that we
had not in our own navy an adequate salvage plant to
Nicmorr, R.N.R,, said he should like to have
the amount of ex incurred by Mr.
raising the Denton Grange and other vessels.
Then comparative figures between foreign and British
sal work would be instructive. He looked forward
with interest to a statement of the total cost of salving
the Paris (s), and should like to have the ity
;!.qmtioning Mr. Aisbitt with regard to work on the
s,

Mr. Curriew said he was told at Leith last week that
til(:)o (&It of Mr. Armitt on the Denton Grange was

Mr. Hexwy RapcrLirr could not agree with the presi-
dent as to the *‘no cure no pay” principle. He was
lad to say it was coming more and more into vogue.
‘m{e-ional salvors were expected to know their busi-
ness, with the technicalities of which men like himself
could not be e to be familiar, and having made
'y examination of vessels under water, it was for
them to say to people like himself, ** We will raise this
vessel upon the principle of no cure no pay.” If ship-
owners were to say to the salvor, ** No, we would rather
you put your plant there, and do your very best and we
will m‘w out-of-pocket expenses,” why it would ruin
the of England—(laughter). That was the posi-
tion of people like himself, and he was a strong advo-
cate of the *no cure no pay” principle. Mr. Aisbitt
had promised a further paper upon $his subject, and they
would doubtless have his personal experiences of the Paris.
He bad often been surprised to find that the principal
salvage operators were foreigners, although we were
responsible for eight-tenths of the carrying capacity of
the universe, yet on reading Mr. Aisbitt’s paper he
could understand how it had arisen. Balvage operations
commenced firstly in the Baltie, and, associations forn;
of
ht

r.

ing there, they acquired experience and went ahead
us, but the time had more than arrived when we

to do our own uluﬁ business—(hear, hear). He
been glad to find that a strong salvage company was
being &mm in Eogland. The rs had done
him honour of asking him to join the committee,
but he preferred, from experience, to stick to his own
business. At the same time, it was necessary that
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out one exception, could, he said, be used direct
and independent of any salvage vessel upon any
wreck on which they were intended to operate.
In considering the question of successful salvage opera-
tions as rds English v. foreign competitors the fact
must not lost sight of that in many instances of
success in England the object had been obtained by
individual efforts, without special appliances, and, also,
what was of more im nce, that the number of
vessels recovered by English salvors, although probably
of less intrinsic value, would, he thought, equal, if not
su that of those recovered by the foreigners. For
individual in grasping the difficulties of a
position and quickly carrying out same to a successful
termination under di ties almost insurmountable,
there was no nation more prominent than the
British ;: while credit must be given to the Scan-
dinavian and German companies for their efforts
and ultimate success in long and contiouous opera-
tions. At the present time the requirements for
a completely equipped salvage company _consist
in the author’s opinion, firstly, of a sufficiency of capital
invested or at the command of the company, so asto
tide over periods of inaction, or of failures, should such
unfortunately oecur ; secondly, of a director or manager
who should be possessed of a thorougly indomitable will,
guided by experience and wisdom, to judge each indi-
vidual case so as to treat it upon its special merits,
while possessing at the same time a fund of patience
that no adverse circumstances would exhaust, who,
together with the aid of a staff of thoroughly trained
mechanics, divers, &c., should be able to weld the whole
into a harmounious mass, so that each one had anindividual
interest in the successful accomplishment of the object
to be attained : thirdly, that owing to the increased
dimensions and the enormous weights which had to
be dealt with, that this staff should have at its imme-
diate command such appliances in the form of sal-
vage plant, steamers, gear, diving apparatus, and
other appliances as may be necessary. But it must be
remembered that so far as the successful accomplish-
ment of salvage operations was concerned, the primary
requirement was not so much salvage steamers as
salvage plant and organisation, and as regards the
former requirement he thought he had shown that we,
as Britishers. were thoroughly equipped and up-to-date
to compete with any salvage company abroad. It was not
merely the number of pumps with which each individual
comrny might be pessessed which was the test, so
much as the power and efficiency of each pump em-
ployed. The author then gave descriptions of some recent
cases of salvage, and alluded at length to the case of the
Denton Grange. Concluding his paper Mr. Aisbitt said: —
Finally, with such an amount of British energy, skill,
and appliance at command as described, it must be
admitted that there is nothing to prevent our salvors

from attempting and succeeding in even tne mOst
difficult cases which may occur, but in order to do this
systematically it is necessary, in my o inion, to form
and consolidate a representative salvage company
having ample funds at command, and whose directorate
should be composed of experienced men, selected from
the three interests most concerned, viz. : Underwriters,
shipowners, and merchants.

The PrESIDENT, opening the discussion on the paper,

said with regard to the last paragraph he was aware

there were some people who undertook work on the

people like himself should render all the assistance they
could to forward any British salvage association. He
conscientiously believed that the finest engineers in the
world were trained in Great Britain, and we should be
very iulou not to allow this position to be taken from
us. In these salvage operations cost was the main
thing. It was perfectly right that the salvor should
live, and it was equally right that le who owned
the property salved should live also, and it was here the
difference arose. By the time the supplementary c;]:t
of Mr. Aisbitt was read he should be pleased to w

what was the t made on the salvage operations
which raised the Denton Grange, because she was
certainly a magnificent and valuable steamer, and the

information would be useful not only to salvors but to
the commercial community in general.

Mr. T. W, WaiLes was oppesed to the ﬁr:nciple of “no
cure no pay ” in salvage operations. underwriter,
be said, as much reason to take the risk of getting
the vessel off the ground as had the salvor. What the
anderwriters had to do was to go to some re?«:uble
firm and say, *Go and salve tglt vessel, and we will

y you a fair profit upon it.” The Mount Stuart Dry

k Company had bad many great jebs, but had never
aeeerted::xon the **no cure no pay” system. The
absolute er had been placed in their hands, and
every vessel had been taken off without a single failure.

Mr. T. A. Reep pointed out that the salvage plant
located at Cardiff represented about 23 per cent. of
that of the whole counuz. while its pumping power was

ual to one-fourth of that of the rest of country.
aey ought to eollfntulnc themselves that Cardiff was
sogood a centre for salvage plant. There should be
some local combination able not onli;to undertake all
nlvT in the Bristol Channel but in any part of the
world. The salvage tions of the world ought to
be mainly in l::: hands of Briti;ben. .e;ing that we
possessed so ¢ a percentage of steamship property.
It was a disgrace that the foreigner should beat us {n
salving. At the same time, Mr. Armitt succeeded
where foreigners had failed. From a salvor’s point of
view, mlmelple of **no cure no p‘ﬁ" was unsound,
but the di Itr ‘would then arise : ** How much is the
operation of sa going to cost?” The cost might
exceed the value of the property salved. The ship-

owner naturally wanted to know approximately what
his expenses were going to be. If the underwriters
appointed a representative to watch the work of the
salvor to prevent *more days more dollars,” the prin-
ciple of **no cure no pay ” might be discarded. y
could not blame the shipowner for insisting upon the
* no cure no pay ” system if he could get it.

lleplgn‘von the d ion,

Mr. M. W. ArspiTT said the object of the paper was
not merely to mention any specific salvage operations,
hat to tonch upon them generally. Among others to

whom be had to apply for information was Mr. Armitt,
and that was the reason that gentleman’s name a
rather frequently in the mer. He could have given
still better evidence that British salvors had done, and
could do, very good work. As tothe ‘‘no cure nopay”
mdple. when be remembered that 8ir John Gunn had
many opportunities of purchasing vessels, and that
on oceuionheboughﬂbemontho“nocmnoory"
principle, he (the speaker) did not see where his objec-
:iuo:::m in. It might be unfair to ask him to do that,

did not follow that a company formed for the

. o




APPENDIX C: Officers killed by Bengal tigers

THE DUNDEE COURIER & ARGUS. Tuesday, August 19, 1873.

+
OFFICERS KILLED BY TIGERS

... accidents to shikar parties, more than one of which have resulted fatally. The latest adventure of this nature
reaches from Neemuch. Lieutenant James, of the 3d Cavalry, with Captain Shinkwin. of the 59th Regiment,

went out big game shooting, and had good ...

Published: Tuesday 19 August 1873
Newspaper: Dundee Courier

County: Angus, Scotland
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The full article is on the next page, from the BNA. It's quite graphic in its detail, part of the folklore of
derring do officer class.






APPENDIX D: The Aisbitt - Blaxland connection

George Blaxland’s reading of the Will was attended by W.H. Atkinson Blaxland (far right) and M.W.
Atkinson (far left). WHAB used to be WHA but added Blaxland as a condition of the Will if he was to
inherit GB’s fortune, which he did. This money rolled through the later generations (Sylvia and Rupert
Blaxland, Tassell, Welch, etc.) along with money from T.H. Atkinson and Jane “Aunt Hally” Webster.

MWA'’s wife Jane Blaxland Atkinson inherited Blaxland through her mother Sarah, independent of her
brother WHAB who would not have adopted it automatically.
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